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Abstract

In examining what can be reconstructed of the liturgy of the First Temple, and its apparent
restoration in early Christianity, no loss can be more significant — or more poignant — than the
loss of the sacred choral ring dance of prayer, which was seen to mirror the cosmic circle dance
of the concourses of angels, in their concentric heavenly spheres — a dance which had the effect
of opening up a conduit, from the Holy of Holies, up through the planetary spheres, to unfold a
view of God Most High upon his celestial throne, in the highest Heaven, as chronicled in the
experiences of such ancient prophets as Isaiah, Ezekiel, and the apostle John on Patmos.

The experiences of the nineteenth-century prophet Joseph Smith, from his initial theophany to
his translation of the experiences of Lehi and the Lord Jesus Christ in the Book of Mormon, to the
Pentecostal experiences surrounding the dedication of the Kirtland Temple in 1836, combine
with his restoration of the ancient circle of prayer to bolster our understanding of the Biblical
record, and provide a greater understanding of this ancient rite of the Temple.



