ARCHBISHOP’S EXAMINATION IN THEOLOGY

RESEARCH DEGREES PROGRAMME

General Information Leaflet

The pack you have received, with this general information, should also contain:

An introduction by the Archbishop of Canterbury

An application form to apply for probationary status 

Two request forms for referees

The Lambeth Research Degrees Programme   

Awards included in this Programme  The Archbishop of Canterbury awards postgraduate research degrees in Theology to MPhil and PhD levels.  These are higher degrees by research only; they require the production of a thesis which, at MPhil level, has elements that are worthy of publication and makes a useful contribution to knowledge and, at PhD level, is both a publishable work of original scholarship and makes a substantial contribution to the advancement of learning in the discipline.  All students are required to work with one or more appointed supervisors and to follow an agreed programme of research training relevant and appropriate to their research aims and previous qualifications and experience.  The programme envisages part-time study but is normally flexible enough to permit full-time study, if circumstances require this.  The Programme is managed and administered by Officers of the Archbishop’s Examination in Theology, a Council and Academic Board, and other related committees, appointed by the Archbishop. 

Subject Areas of Research  The term ‘Theology’ is used in its widest sense.  Provided that supervisors and examiners who are acceptable to the Academic Board and the Council are available and that all other entry requirements have been met, applications may be accepted in most areas of historical or systematic theology, biblical studies, church history, canon law, liturgy, ecumenism, ethics and moral theology, pastoral or practical theology.  Proposals for research which crosses interdisciplinary boundaries are also welcomed.

Lambeth Commitment to Good Practice  The Lambeth Research Degrees Programme gives due regard to the Quality Assurance Agency (QAA) definition of research as ‘original investigation undertaken in order to gain knowledge and understanding’ and the MPhil/PhD regulations have been drawn up in accordance with the QAA Precepts given in the Agency’s Code of Practice for postgraduate research degree programmes.  The management and administration of the Lambeth degrees follow best practice in academic procedures, administrative infrastructure and student support, maintaining equivalence and comparability with degrees offered at the same level in public sector institutions.

Eligibility
Applicants need not necessarily be members of the Church of England but they should be aware and agree to accept that degrees are awarded by the Archbishop of Canterbury in the context of Anglican worship.  Furthermore, they can only be conferred on those who are eligible to take the oath of allegiance to Her Majesty the Queen.  Candidates must therefore be either British subjects or nationals of Commonwealth countries which retain the Queen as head of state or holders of dual nationality.

The following cannot be accepted: applicants for whom it is impossible to agree on the appointment of a supervisor; applicants who have already completed the research which they wish to present for the MPhil or PhD degree, and applicants who are proposing to present work which has already been failed by another institution.

Academic entry requirements  A good honours degree, i.e. a first or a good 2:1 in theology, religious studies or in a discipline related to the subject in which applicants wish to write their thesis (eg. a degree in history when the thesis proposed is on a church history topic).  
English language requirements  Applicants whose first language is not English must enclose with their completed application form evidence of proficiency in the English language: Band 7.0 or above in the British Council/Cambridge University English Language Testing Service Test (IELTS) or a paper score of 550 or above (equivalent computer score of 220/250) in the Test of English as a Foreign Language, plus, a score of 5.0 or above in the Test of Written English (TWE), if it is possible to take this test at the same time.  Candidates in this category who have completed all or part of their previous theological education in English may be exempted from this regulation and should apply to the Academic Registrar for exemption, giving proof of previous study in English, before submitting their application. 

Registration

Probationary period  As indicated on the application form, all applicants must complete a period of between three and twelve months as an MPhil probationer.  This will include a one-day induction course and up to four supervisory sessions.  The supervisor appointed will normally be the one who will act as the student’s main supervisor following registration.  The purpose of the period of induction and probation is to enable the student, with the supervisor’s help, to test the viability of the research project he/she is proposing to undertake, to refine the research proposal and to ensure that his/her level of commitment to independent research and the time he/she is able to set aside for it is sufficient to maintain momentum.  By the end of the period, the student will have established, to the supervisor’s satisfaction, the aims and objectives of the research project, identified the appropriate research methodology and the learning resources available, completed a literature search and made sure that the necessary funding is available to carry out the research.  

At the end of the probationary period, the student completes the form for registration for the MPhil degree and submits it to the Academic Board.  The title of the thesis and the registration must be approved by the Board, after external scrutiny. 

Length of Study  Normal requirements are as follows, although these may vary if the student seeks a period of intermission and that request is approved according to the programme guidelines.

Probationary Period: 3 to 12 months

MPhil: 2 years full-time; 4 years part-time

PhD: 3 years full-time; 6 years part-time 

The timescales given for the PhD include the initial period spent registered for the MPhil.

Length of Theses  The maximum length of thesis accepted for the MPhil degree is 70,000 words and for the PhD degree 100,000 words, including footnotes but excluding the bibliography or bibliographical references.  

Costs of Study  The Lambeth Research Degrees Programme is a dispersed learning programme.  The fees that students pay reflect the services they receive.  In addition to those listed below, applicants should be aware that they will need to set aside funding for books and other research expenses.  Lambeth students benefit from the supervision of highly specialist academics and a wide variety of other scholars, clerical and lay, who work independently or hold other types of appointments.  The Research Training Committee provides all students with a research training programme, details of which are provided when their applications are accepted.  At the same time, students will need to register with an academic library and learning resources centre, either at their supervisor’s institution or close to their home, and are not prevented from taking advantage at their own expense of research training which may be open to them at their supervisor’s institution.  The Academic Registrar of the Archbishop’s Examination in Theology will make every attempt to assist students in securing membership of the academic libraries they might wish to join.

Application

Submission of Application Form and Provision of References

New students are normally admitted to the research degrees programme in January each year, but other start times may be possible.  As indicated on the probationary form, applicants should send their completed form and the other accompanying documentation requested to: 

The Administrative Officer

Archbishop’s Examination in Theology

Lambeth Palace

London SE1 7JU

Applicants should send the reference request forms and a copy of their research proposal (approximately 500 words) to two referees, who are able to assess their academic and personal ability to undertake research at postgraduate level.  As requested in their guidelines, the referees should send their references direct to the Administrative Officer at Lambeth Palace.  Applicants are responsible for ensuring that referees are willing to act in this capacity and that they submit the references requested.  Applications cannot be processed until a full application from the applicant and two references have been received.

Interviews  Applicants will be interviewed by two admissions officers before registration as an MPhil probationer.  Depending on the locations of the applicant and the interview, this will necessitate a journey at the applicant’s expense.  Every effort will be made to ensure that both interviews take place on the same day and in the same location, but this cannot be guaranteed.

Fees

Probationary period fee

£500

Registration fee


£250

Annual tutorial fee


£1000

Examination fee


£500

Students will be invoiced by the Academic Registrar.  Payments can only be accepted by cheque, made payable to The Archbishop’s Examination in Theology.

For further information

Applicants who need more information than has been provided in the information pack should contact either the Administrative Officer at:

ruth.ruse@lambethpalace.org.uk or 020 7898 1196

or the Academic Registrar at:

palmer349@btinternet.com or 01432 353771
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